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but a Rational 


ACCOUNT 


Making out the probable Fall of the 


preſent, with the Riſe and Succeſsion of 
what the ENGLISH WORLD underftand by the 
term of à FREE PARLIAME NI. 


Sir, 


Iſpenfing with thoſe Epiſtolary Careſſes, 
(wich which friends entertain each other) l 
hall immediately without Prologue, give you 
an account of the grounds of my Confident 
perſwaſjon, that our Engliſh affaits are not 
tar from ſettling upon their old Bottome. 

The Topicks from which 1 ſhall deduce my arguments, 
ſhall be from Confiderations of the pteſent Power called 
a Parliament, the Army, the Sefaries, Foreinert, General Mink. 
More heads | might pitch on, and more u en might 
be raiſed from either of thoſe that have been mentioned: 
but I ſhall confine my ſelf, and preſent you at one view, 
ſuch which are plain and conſpicuous, to every one that hath 
but three boxrs leiſure to fit ſtill and conſider, that being the 

A. 2 pace 


(4) 
ſpace of time which 1 have allotted my ſelf, for the ſum- 
ming up of theſe following Reaſons. 
- - Firſt this Parliament. 

They are in great Contempt with che people univer- 
fally, and are ſtigmatized with ſuch a name of Contempt, 
that every childs mouth is, as well, as every hiſtory 
hereafter will be full of: generally bated, very little either 
loved or feared. Such a power certainly cannot fand. But 
if it were granted, that they were either loved or 
feared (with one or both of which all the world by 
experience knows that a power that is likely to continue muſt 
be ſupported) yet the ſureſt mark or indicium of a fall (which 
verity it ſelt hath proclaimed as an indiſputable M xim) 
appertains to them, zad that is, An bonſe divided againſt it 
ſelf cannot ſtand. For the Army, the Anabaeptiſts, the Preshy- 
terians, the Independents, the Protector, nay the King him- 
ſelf have each their friends among them, which accor- 
ding to their ſeveral intereſts, do either diſorder, or diſcover 
Counſels , and put them upon ſuch extravagancies , that 
there appears to be little ſound wiſdome in their Re- 
ſolves. 

Nay, though we ſhould conceive them to be all as one 
man, the affairs and concerns of the Nation are at this 
time ſo jumbled, and diſcompoſec (che publick diſtempers 
bearing ſome analog) and proportion to acute diſeaſes in the 
body, for which a ſudden remedy muſt be found) that it 
is not probable that many Phyſicians (eſpecially having 
little skill) can find out the Remedy, or by a timely con- 
currence pitch upon what may be ſor recovery, before the 
Patient hath breathed his laſt. 

But leaving Similies, and to ſpeak plain Engliſh, they 
have made it their b»ſineff, and do daily difoblige ſuch 
which have been called the Parliaments friends; witneſſe 
their reſolve to put to ſale the Eſtates of the Boothjans, 
which are very numerous in every County and City, and 
ſuch which have not yet felt ſo much, as the ſmart of Seque- 
ſtration, who no doubt, rather than admit ſuch a Sentence 
to be executed, will rally that affair into better or- 


der, 
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der, being now better armed 00 they were, and have 
better lald their counſels, and intelligence, having the 
plauſible and lovely pretence (or rather the juſt end and 
deſign) of a Free Parliament. 

Now confider, who are to manage the affair againſt 
their ja? and well ordered deſigns, even ſuch whoſe Gran- 
dees aad leading men (18 ſome could be named); are raſh, 
heady, inconſtant and extremely ill beloved, declining in 
their Reputations even with 1boſe that are thought to be 
their Seconds, and Abettors. 

But provided that none of theſe things were known 
concerning them, (viz-_) univerſal contempt, inteſtine 
Diviſtons, diftempers,tor which a ſudden remedy is to be 
pitcht on, the ingrate character of diſobligation of friends, 
or were it that they had ſober Leaders, is it poſſible think 
you to eradicate out of the peoples minds a ſenſe (and that 
accompanied with a male-contentednefſe)that they are not 
the fourth part of that Power they would have the pesple 
believe them to be, that is, the Repreſentatives of the Com- 
monalty, acting (in the excluſion of their fellow Members) 
— they have condemned in the Armies late Force as Trea- 
ona ble? 

And yet to ſee the ſtrange blindneſſe and delaſioyg of men, 
as it were, reſolved to rulne themſelves! How | bead they 
lately indevoured to ſtir up thoſe high degrees cf dislike 
and batred of the peopietoanunappealable rage, and fury, 
by a reſolution once again to inflave their 5 om with a 
Contradiftory Oath of the Blackef? Qualification (being ne- 
gative) in ſuch a juncture of affairs, when all things are 
full of mutation and inconſtancy 3 and when every one that 
hath any thing of Conſcience left alive, as to oaths, are res- 
dy — to beg Ged ,forgiveneſſe for former perjuries, 
and are very loath to be intangled with more ? 

But true it ir, and a ſad truth it-is , there are too many 
that are ready (ſo they may ſecure their temporal) to ha- 
2 ird their eternal concernments; but our wiſe Senatorg, a8 
if they were throughly ſtudied in the art of Self- Ruine, 
have contrived a way to loſe thoſe that may have —_ 

wide 
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wide enough to ſwallow down any oath. they'l preſenc 
them with, and that is by the :bundring vote of 100000 l. 
per menſem, which Tax they were about to impole before 
their laſt diſſolution, even upon the neck of fifteen months 
Tax in a Quarter of a year, and lately have reaſſumed the 
Debate. An ij though they have let it reſt a licetle while, 
yet there is no probability, that they can conclude of a 
way to keep off ſuch burthens, their debts with their Mi- 
litia being increaſed. Now there is no one that keeps hor- 
ſes, but knows, that a great burthen, coming upon a gal- 
led back, will make any beaft fling off its Rider. If great 
Taxes and impoſitions upon a wafted people do not make 
them do the like, I loſe my conjecture. 

A waſted people, I ay, all Trade being dead and decayed, 
and no likelihood of Supplies for the alleviation of their 
intollerable preſſures from our Superiors mannagement of 
affairs : and this undoubtedlie is co be thought reaſon, 
that when a Nation grows univerſally neceſſitous, Fine 
words, plaufible Declarations , and fair promiſer , have 
but little efficacy , either to ſtop or allay a popular rage, 
which is every minute rexdy fariouſlic to break forth. 

But ic may be ſaid, that ſuch a ſuggeſtion is but a flou- 
riſhz when that we ſee a ftreight rein carried on the neck of 
the people, by perſons eminent, and in Armes, will not 
fuffer > po to know their own ſtrength, and conſequent- 
ly will hinder that fury breaking forth. Some little plau- 
ibleneſt ſeems to be in the objecten, but that which wea⸗ 
kens it, is: That this Parliament have not how a Cromwel, 
an Eſſex, a Fairfax, à Fleetwood, or a Lambert, for that 
work. Anda ſenſe of their own weakneſs fills them full 
of jealouſies, even of ſuch, they would have the world 
believe they moſi Tove, and that ſeem to purſue and ſtreng- 
then their intereſ. Never had jealous husband more ſaſpi- 
tion of his wife, than they have of General Monk, and 
the jeſt of it is, that even Mr. Harrington himſelf is thought 
by ſome of the ſobereſt of them, to propoſe tothe world 
his Oceana and Rota, a8a pretty piece of problematical imrigo, 
to pus{le and amuſe them in their intentions, that look 
towards that way of ſettlement, -- "Wo 


* 
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This, and other things Conidered 3 | am of perſwalion, 
that their friends are without name. The Anabaptiſti, they 
have diſcarded, put out of Commiſſion, disbanded, and 
the re · admiſſion of this or that particular (elf-ſeeking per- 
ſon into favour ſince, will not reconcile that intereit, or 
party. The Independents, they have loft by their conclufi- 
ons in their chiefeſt cabal: that a National Church is nc- 
ceſſary, The Presbyterians, they frighe from both their af- 
fection, and obedience, with the ſevere menace of Sale 
and FSequeftretion : And they muſt certainly deſpair of any 
Compliance from the Kings party, whether Papiſt or Prote- 
teſtant, they having been G ground and oppreft by them: 
And I ſuppoſe all, or moſt of the young (and as yet unin- 
gaged) both Gentry and Clergy, that are new come into 
the world, have little affection, eicher for them or their 
wales, but breath after a ſettlement upon old foundations 
both in Church and State. 

The Symptoms and figns of which Epidemical diſaffe@i- 
on (if no other be named) manifeſtly appears in the va- 


, riety of bold Declarations, viz. of the City, Cornwal, De- 


venſbire, Nyrfolk, Suffolk, Glocefferſpire, Cheſbire, Torkſpire, 
Barksbire, Noribamptonſbire, Kent and — , and o- 
ther Counties following thoſe Preſidents, if well weigh- 
ed might be enough to make their hearts ake, 

But how can they expect any friends, that neither are nor 
know how to be friends to themſelves? for though they 
may abound in little pieces of cunning and ſpightful artifi- 
ces whateyer other ſpirit they have, they have not amongſt 
them the true ſpirit of Government, which knows noblie and 
—— the trulie wiſe and nos craftie way of ſelt · pre- 
= n, and proteQion(notdeftrnition and confulion)of 

4. "24 Nn 12 | ; 

Not co multiplie inſtances; one: of the chieſeſt proper 
ties of a well mannaged Government, is ſo ta order affairs, 
as to be well provided with inteligense, thatis trulie ſuck, 
2 ay tales, and trifling informetions of SHercenary plck- 
t 0 þ n: I; of 20. 
Lhare heard that fince the lace A 


WT. 
bath laid out 500 l. in intelligence; icly poſſible he might have 
had for his mony many gancingLetters by thePoſt,acquain- 
ring him it may be that Queen Ell gabetb is dead, l mean of 
ſuch things that cannot be prevented, or perchahce an- 
other Item in order to the ballance: of that vaſt ſumme, may 
be the information of ſome few pimpinę, treacherous tell - 
tales, chat frequent clubs and Coffee- houſes, whoſe chief 
buſineſs is to ji others into diſcourſe, that ſpeaks their 
diſlike of the preſent Power and their proceedings; and 
what's the iſſue of all ſuch intelligence, but their own 
trouble and amazement? they being like him that's affe- 
Cted with the Telows, that it, very cunning to find-a man 
in bed with his wife, and then runs Horn- mad; but for 
that noble kind of intelligence that ſearches the 'very veins 
and imrails of intereſlt, either forcin or domeſtick, they 
muſt needs be ſtrangert to 3 ſor tothat, there is a ſtock of 
depth requiſite, and an honorable eſteem, ſo as to be received 
into Councels without ſuſpition; and though ſuch agents 
be luſpected, they muſt have parts ſufficient to weather ſuch 
a point, * 
"Bur the chĩefeſt thing * — Governors into a capacity 
of preſerving themſelves, and protecting their ſubjeQs,, is, 
a Tegal Title to that Supremach they have over people. If 
that be wanting, The beſt Lows and Conſtiiutiont they can 
make, or promote, will not be ſatlafactory. And-eſpeci- 
ally the Penal part of the Law, will be ſo far from ſatisfy. 
ing, as that it will $ the Lon and t 
Execution of it, be in it ſelf Juſt. For this is written upon 
mine, and every matis ſpirit, by the indelible Lem of Na- 
ture , not to take unłindely the blows of a Fatber, though 
he miftake, and I deſerve not Coryettion, When as, I ſhall. 
as naturally deſpiſe that perſon that hath nothing to do 


with me, and hath no ſuperi of right) over me, if 
. Yd 6 


erve an HAD Tres qt 
Now, if we Conſichr what. Legality: dy to the 
Supremacy, according to the | of the 
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dagen will not inne upon affeftions, and their ſeve- 
ritiey will as laſt, rather enrage, chan firike a reverential 
ame upon the ſpirits of people Every one being now, al- 
mgoſtiph this opinion, (v, That befides tire known 
right of the King, and chat major pert of the Parliament, 
cank{ting of Lords and Commons excluded by them, 
(though incicled to the Legislauive power by the old Fun- 
danental laws of che Nation) chat they are out of doors, 
by the death of the laſt Xing; his grant for their perpetua- 
n (were they a full Hoaſe) expiring with him: For, 
he can no more oblige his Heit ta ſuch a performance ic 
being through a tumultuary force, and intrenchment up- 
on a reaſonable prerogative )) than a preſent poſſeſſur of 
an eſtate in tl, can grant away either the whole, or part 
of the inberitance, from his heir at Lew, and that obligatory 
to his Succeſſor, | 

. Befides, Sir H. Vane his ſpitefall remembring them of 
their Ad ( the day beſore the laſt rout, and that now ftand- 
iog upon record) for their difſolving, (and not adjoarn- 
ing) 820 mea licle weakned the preſent powers pretens - 
ons to 30 n 7 
A More night + _ 1 ny head; but Ile wave oe ſu- 
erfluity, having ſaid 1 think enough, to 4 
0 of this preſent Power, — — 
the Power it (elf, - +... © ; 

güne et 2 Abe Army. 1 poffib hor 

bo | bey ace any mans mony; thoug y- there ma 
x ſome divifions #42 2 Sang 2s to opinions, which A 
not much w be minded, Hnce-the purging, and expulſion 

their bn and fedarian Officers. — And too; as 

Soldiers, if examined well, there may amongft 
a, great number, that heretofore have aRual - 
be in the Kings ſervicez-and a greater number, whoſe 
nts _ incline them to take to that party, if they 
xd be ſarisfied, that another eafie ĩploy ment would 
occur to their indigent, and neceſſitous condition. And! 
do apprehend that there is no more kill ing, co per- 
ſwade them, to ſerve 2 divers intereſt to whit thiy ſeem 
to ſerve, than he hath, that Knows how to Ceurt, ud Vin 
« Miftris, thac is only Coy in pretence, B Again, 


(46) | 
Again, Conſider that the ned Officers fer in place oF 
the alingfordians, are moſt of them of Prezbyerion inte- 
reſt, and principles 3 and, which way chat leoke, all the 
world now knows ſo well, that it is folly fo? an that” ! 
mention it, to draw over ic amy lia or l. 10 8 2 

Moreovea, the Soldier, whatever hie perfwaſion, of inves < 
reſt ( befides pay ) may be, mult neceſſarily underſtand, 
that this Parliaments chieteſt concern (even beyond the 
countermine ; and oppoſition. to the temmen enen ) enaſk be, 
the keeping them in ſubjechlaa, and in ſuch, that they may 
diſcard, purge, order, model af In,, fo as to t 
the ſeveral forces, which through former prefidemts, are 
both acquainted with, andinclined to. 

They are ſuch, either wes of delufon, or ſe 

are > pon e dx, Or 

end 3 the latter of which, I conceive to be the oe 
intereſt in che Nation. For we begin well enough to py 
the cheat of either ſelſ-adv or inri | 
cious pretence of Religion. And thin note thr hav 
been ſufferers, (which kinds of men are very 
but their fingers itch, to 4. l #4 2 e 11477 
that art into the 
And for ſuch which are deluded, and fo follow the 455 
af an erroneous will — — of the matter, 


paifieds 
without — 
be either delayed or bernd. n great 


— "that they are paſt of re- 
the bar diſeaſe. they Ln * 
2 is the worft 


| (u 
their at's. for 'ris pliintie ſeen by. unle one T will 
not be wilſullie blind) that the - Engliſh Seckarier are of 
duch Spitir and Pri „ that hey I bo wich 
no Fewer thut ſhall be oves them: das howſoerer they 
de faroyredor indulged, the Liberty that te given will make 
chem the more prefame upon factions vances': — 
being obe tough humour of theirs, not to be moved by all 
the politick medicines; even to count it Religion, to op- 
| and coneradiCt the preſent Saperiority whatever it be, 
ani was lately in a very -pablick place diſeourſed by two 
n different per ſwa ſions 3 and con- 
1 4 = Single Perſon werd the beſt 
promote their various intereſts, and 1 
2 from them 1 wich them in 


tions are vetie ) — a ren pic 
of, or to gain ſatisfaction tn, nie thing that ia deſired from 
a company (they — divided in —— 8 


Tasse, 
a . NE ff 
oye — — — 


f 
brain of conſcience left them, will be to 4. 54 
capital afſertion... - - 


Pune. 
The univerſally received? rule of nennt and 


trumps forth this certainty, That of 
du the maine] 12 - 2 
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bourhordemnrnn Bt vow, whilit this Fer th iu n beidg 
continues, as we have not at preſent, ſo-cam we not 
any rational grounds enpeſt for the ſuture any. Cordial or 
advaniegions ff (orreſpondency ; for they are not ſo 
much contemned at home, but en chi en rhe 

name of an Exgli man for 1hein ſaues.. 3 
Applications from Foreiners do de — As _ 
_ appreh<nding che preſent Power, not to be worth the 

Me hone there hath becen ſo-· much variation 
and inconftancy in our Supreme a«tberity, that they doubt, 
chat by that time their Even. Agents have their in- 
ridlient, and come to ſet their feat: upon:Beglith Sbores, 
thoſe to whom their Meſſages have been directed, may in all 


probability not be found. — 5 
But ſupgoſe they do continue ſo long: - Anbeſſaders 
when they dome, fiad not that ſplendeur which frikces an 


awe and ſeriouſueſſe upon the. ſpitit of State- Adiniflers ; 
(for let me ſpeak my apprehenſions) however it may be 
thought by wiſe men, that the pomp and ceremony of Keli- 
ien may eat out the ſubſtance and reality, when it exceeds 
meaſu re: yet undoubtedly that ſylend. ur (which the morth- 
fied Hermite may call pagtentry)"isa thing very requiſite to 
make power and Supremacy awfull and regarded: But an 
to us, when forein Serenifimes ſhall come to apply them- 
ſelves to our great Maſters (eſpecially after à ſelf-denying Or- 
dinance) they may chance to find fame. of them in the 
Fleet, or Upper Bench, or if they ſtwuld ask after the pala. 
ces of ſuch that have better ſortiaes, is will in likelihood 
be told them, that his or their Lodgingis at the Cat und 
Fiddle in ſuch an alie, and vlrat cepute this gains with f6- 
reixers, let all that have travelled imagine. nan 
But to ſpeak (as ] apprehend) more to the purpoſe, What 
foreigner is there that may be in ſuch a condition, as eicher 
to be afraid of us, or may ha readie to ceurt in for either bene · 
ft or aſiiſlante from us; for theſe are the motives to our 
grounds of forein Leagues ; tis true, were our hearts uni- 
ted; we are a eee Mardial affairs at this 
tlive, chat there is nd one Nation, bat may be afraid of 


* 
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caſiqn ſha ſerve? Spain we have provoked by aſſiſting Fr ence 
againſt them, and by the protraſted war that bath been 
da) yh nustheſc three year paſi. Ernte cannos what 
1 25 ve did them hen e upheld;Spei them, 
nd. we cannot expect other, hut chat they uniting ſhould 
remember our miſchiefs to both. Pertugal we walted, and 
22 15 . _ — 2 ſtrict union, P now to 
purpoſe, they are 10 low. Heland t forget our 
re e e e When 
edi ments have we been to the affairs of Denmark, and 
we ſhould.indeavgur to hold up the head of ſinking 
Swedeland, what account mould it turn to? or may we ex⸗ 
pect anie great matters from the diſtreſſed Proteſtants of 
Turerne, Asgrena, and the Poliſh Berdertrs? Thoſe if anie 
we have obliged by our large and charicable benevolencies 
towards them when diſtreſſed, had we not plaied the trick 
of vow Cow, which baving given 4 good pail of mill, kicks 
it down with ber foot; Had we not converted thoſe vaſt ſums 
bich Loney, 7 trulie e for their relief to other us 
eg, and thoſe poor creatures ſcaree anie thing the better. 
In a word, as to eſpqufing or ballancing forein intereſty. 
we have (moſt for theſe twentie years palt ) rather plaid. 
the fool, than the States men :-this being con- 
fidered, we og grifled awaie che Support of our Nation, 
ind thas which all the world have voted to he che Engliſe! 
flancheſt intereſt, and that is Trading. : | 
| Generel. Monk. ' ' T7. 
Juſtine mentions. à cunning worſhipper of the Rifing 
Sun, who while all the Nobles and. prople were-lookivg., 
towards the Ef, (an bitious of the firſt Ialute) quite con- 
trarie turned his face to the Weſt, and bythe ion o 
of Its early bets upon the tops of the houſes direRlie op- 
pofite, made the firſt diſcoverie. : So. 


chazorous, | 
ded could ſhake or —— — 
Peflilion to Phebu bis Chariot 
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have been oppoſed as an 0 beſſſe our 

arr rote hs: mr ſrengs 

then them, p out ſelves with a Fance, that a dus 
kiſh Gray, rather 


is the mors certain | | day 
Mr. Scot by his Scary the , 
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leaſt tang of that Countrie from whener Re C.- 


lone is marc hach done che Nation this cpurteſte, even 19 
indneſſe 


ey perſwa a pcomoter ot a 
enment) but a n optemote the 
1 ) int eſtabliſhed government, 
The concurrem that ught . 
bell thaehe would dern er of 7 fi 4 
or, (us the people untverſufly phraſact it) 
be doneff, were theſe. Saal ſome other 
wich were grabeally tee received ay true, ——. 
Av'that when Sir George Booths 
he was hot very zealow in making h ang 


That he ſhould ſoon after manifeſtly 
mortal enemy to Laber, who was deftru 
r it in the d. 


- Thet „ with proceedii in 
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ta be a 
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horſt. Th Err 
now have (and 1 — fineſt for 
her 4 d) bs pretending for an ex- 4 
er thas his remove the Sar — might poſiibly 


7 Thie he n any aftval applicarion to this Fer- 
tiament for a Commiſſion, though poſſibly he might re - 
celve that ticket which made hit u Commiſfoncr and Colo- 
nel ( a more tronorable placm no doubt, under them; than 
General under CromwelJ pet we fiever heard of any re- 

turus on hiv pati (au the manner wa then) of an engage 
ment to fideliy. 

ret while che Committee of Sofety was Trump, we 
were full of te, that che Seots Convention had voluntarily 
ei y 

jeh, there was none but were bold. to Cay he 

had received no [mall _ of Forein Cin, and ſorne 0 
P'y of Armes. 
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